
Quality Partnership Initiative
American Association of Port Authorities and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Communication/Collaboration Best Practices

Port Name: Alabama State Port Authority POC: _____________

Corps District: Mobile POC: Jenny Jacobson, Jennifer.l.jacobson@usace.army.mil

Best Practice: Essential Fish Habitat MOU

Who Participates: Mobile District of Corps and NOAA Fisheries Regional Office in St.

Petersburg, FL

Purpose: Streamline Essential Fish Habitat coordination required under Magnuson-Stevens

Fisheries Conservation and Management Act

Explanation: The MOU enables agency notice to be considered part of the Public Notice

coordination process. Non-response by NOAA Fisheries to the Public Notice is considered

Agency concurrence.

Examples of Results: This approach has led to this action not becoming the critical path to

complete environmental clearance actions for navigation channel dredging.

Why this Process is Important to the Port and the Corps: Efficient processing of environmental

clearance actions are essential for being ready and able to maintain the navigation channel

when needed.

Attachment: MOU














