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• The River & Harbors Act of 1922 (amended and codified in 33 U.S.C. 555) authorizes 
the USACE to collect, process, distribute and archive waterborne commercial vessel 
trip and cargo data.

– analyze the feasibility of new water transportation projects and activities
– set priorities for new investment and rehabilitation
– management of the operations and maintenance of existing projects. 

• Under Federal law, vessel-operating companies must report domestic waterborne 
commercial vessel movements directly to the USACE.

• U.S. Customs and Border Protection, U.S. Census Bureau and the Port Import Export 
Reporting Service provide U.S. foreign waterborne cargo and vessel movement data. 

• Movement data acquired by the Center is primarily for the use of the Corps and other 
government agencies; however, summary statistics, which do not disclose movements 
of individual companies, are also released to private companies and to the general 
public.
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WCSC Data Flow

Collection Input Data
Processing

Distribution

Partnership with :
– Carriers
– Customs
– Port & Terminal            

Operators
– Corps Operations
– Corps Regulatory
– NDC Staff

Supported by :
– Contractors
– Corps Offices
– NDC Staff
–Customs
–Census

Internal Activities:
– Editing
– Enforcement
– Routing
– Information  

Generation
– Decision Support
– Publishing

– Fact Card
– WCUS
– WTLUS
– Lock Info
– Port Facilities
– Dredging Stats
– Other CW 

Business Line
Products 
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DOMESTIC
Vessel Moves To Report

• Dry cargo ships and tankers

• Barges (loaded and empty)

• Towboats (except harbor assistance and 
barge shifting)

• Crew boats and supply boats

• First move of newly constructed vessels
NOTE: Do NOT collect recreation, commercial fishing, 

fire, police, patrol, military vessels, nor vessels 
used in construction activities
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DOMESTIC
Data Collected from Vessel 

Operating Companies

Vessel  - Vessel Type  - Commodity  - Tonnage

Alternate Routes  - Vessel Operator

Origin:                                    Destination:
Port/Waterway                      Port/Waterway
Dock Shipping                        Dock Receiving
Date Shipping  Date Receiving
Draft  Shipping                       Draft Receiving
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U. S. Foreign Waterborne 
Transportation Statistics Program

On September 28, 1998 the Office of 

Management and Budget (OMB) designated 

the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers as the 

central collection agency for the U.S. 

Foreign Waterborne Transportation Statistics 

Program, effective October 1, 1998.
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Entrances and Clearances

• Foreign entrances and clearances furnished to 
the Corps by U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection 

• Date of entry/clearance
• US Custom’s Port
• Dock
• Last/previous Port of call
• Vessel IMO and characteristics
• Vessel draft
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Foreign Commerce

• Data on foreign commerce are supplied to the Corps of 
Engineers by the U.S. Bureau of the Census, the U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection, and purchased from 
the IHS Maritime & Trade, Port Import Export 
Reporting Service.

• Foreign commerce is waterborne import, export and 
in-transit traffic between the United States, Puerto Rico 
and the Virgin Islands and any foreign country. 

• These statistics do not include traffic between any 
foreign country and the United States Territories and 
Possessions (American Samoa, Guam, North Mariana 
Islands and U.S. Outlying Islands).
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Processed Foreign

• Entrances and Clearances dock level 
information is matched to both the Census 
and PIERS foreign cargo files to put foreign 
commerce at the correct docks.

• Vastly improves geographic specificity with 
dock level information, able to aggregate 
tonnages to various geographical categories.
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WCSC Geographic Aggregation

• National

• Waterway

• State

• County

• Port

• Congressional District

• Corps Project

• Past a point

• On a reach

• Dock
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Availability of Detailed Dock to Dock 
Statistics

33 CFR 209.320

§ 209.320 Policy on release of commercial statistics. 

The collection of commercial statistics pertaining to rivers, harbors, and 
waterways, and annual reports thereof to Congress, are required by the River and 
Harbor Act of June 23, 1866 (14 Stat. 70), the act of February 21, 1891 (26 Stat. 
766), the River and Harbor Act of June 13, 1902 (32 Stat. 376), the River and 
Harbor Act of July 25, 1912 (37 Stat. 201), the River and Harbor Act of September 
22, 1922 (42 Stat. 1043), and Pub. L. No. 16, February 10, 1932 (47 Stat. 42). It is 
the policy of the Department to hold in strict confidence any data or information 
which has been furnished by shippers and others upon the understanding that it 
will not be disclosed and will only be used in the compilation of port or waterway 
statistics. In case Federal or State agencies or local interests request other than 
general information made permissible hereunder, their attention will be called to 
the policy indicated in this section. 
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Data Confidentiality

• USACE – All Foreign and Domestic Data
• Federal Agencies – Domestic Data Only
• State taxation and revenue departments (domestic 

petroleum products movements only)

Data is considered to be proprietary and therefore are 
not available to the general public as stated in the 
Trade Secrets Act

Title 18, U.S. Code, Chapter 93, Section 1905
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Rule Of Three
Domestic

• There must be at least three vessel operating 
companies moving a particular commodity from 
an area of origin to an area of destination in 
order for those data to be released publicly.

• Historical exceptions are made to “The Rule of 
Three”. For years, WCSC has published 
waterborne commerce in Waterborne Commerce 
of the  United States. WCSC does not verify “The 
Rule of Three” for traditional publications.
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Principal Ports

Tonnage for

Principal US Ports:

• By Port Tons

• By Port Name

• By State Tons

• By State Name
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Waterborne Commerce of the 
Untied States - Cargo

Traffic & Direction
By Commodity:
Upbound
Downbound:
• Domestic
• Foreign
• Inbound
• Outbound
• Through
• Intra
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Waterborne Container Traffic for 
US Ports

TEUs for

Principal US Ports:

• By Port TEUs

• By Port Name
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Available Online Data

• Waterborne Commerce of the United States

• Foreign Cargo tonnages by port

• Customs entrances and clearances by dock

• Container Traffic

• Monthly Indicators for inland commodity tonnages

• Principal Ports

• Public Domain Database. Origin/Destination information

• Download databases, excel files, and text files

• Most up to date data available
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Special Requests
General Public

• Data not available online and does NOT break “Rule of 3”.

Examples:
• Past a specific mile point on a waterway
• Bridge Study
• Special commodity groupings
• Special waterway groupings

• May be a charge.
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Contact Information

Amy Tujague

Project Manager

USACE Waterborne Commerce Statistics Center

504-487-3090

Amy.C.Tujague@usace.army.mil

http://www.navigationdatacenter.us/
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