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Ideally...
 Adequate funding to fully maintain 1000+ 

coastal navigation projects

 Navigation structures operating at full 

performance level

 Trade off criteria would not need to be 

developed to 
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Reality...
 Constrained funding, requires Corps to 

develop metrics to maximize the 

efficiency of the Marine Transportation 

System (MTS) nationwide:
•300+ navigation projects regularly maintained

•Channel depth-utilization considerations

•Dredging cost tradeoff decisions

 Corps’ Asset Management and other 
initiatives are tackling these issues.
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Metrics
 Traditional –first order screening

•Tonnage – Water Bourne Commerce

•Cargo Value - Customs

 SAD Secondary Screening Criteria 

(availability is function of utilization – if 

not being used $ could go where 

needed)
•Channel Utilization - CPT

•Tonnage Disrupted - CPT

•Cargo Value Disrupted -CPT
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Channel Availability

 Availability is function of utilization

 Availability alone doesn’t give impacts

•Predicted impacts = risk
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Scenario #1

42’ Authorized
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Scenario #2

45’ Authorized
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Cargo Disruption
 Can be a function of tonnage and/or 

cargo value

 Developed on reach level per foot of draft



BUILDING STRONG®

Summary

 Better understand each channels utilization 

as it relates to authorization

 Express disruptions as it relates to ship 

utilization 

 Provide best channel availability based on 

utilization on highest risk areas - due to 

constrained budgets
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QUESTIONS?
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