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Link to download the Handbook
Please download now (if possible)

Disclaimer
• This resource is a compilation of existing and recent Federal funding 

programs related to the MTS. No particular program is endorsed nor 
are the programs listed herein all-inclusive. 

• Applications cannot be filed through the CMTS, nor can the CMTS 
assist in their completion/filing.

• Program information was gathered from points of contact, program 
websites and/or the respective Federal websites.

• When in doubt, contact the sponsoring agency. 
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http://www.cmts.gov/FileDownloadHandler.ashx?id=4158&type=doc


Agenda

• CMTS

• Infrastructure Investment IAT

• Funding Handbook

• Q&A
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CMTS Introduction
• The CMTS is a Federal interagency coordinating committee authorized by 

Congress in 2012 (Pub. L. No. 112-213). 

• The CMTS charter (2005) defined the parties, authority, purpose, organization 
and agency responsibilities to improve the coordination of and make 
recommendations with regard to Federal policies that impact the MTS. The 2012 
authorization named the Secretary of Transportation as chair.  

• The purpose of the CMTS is to create a partnership of Federal departments and 
agencies with responsibility for the Marine Transportation System (MTS). 

• The CMTS is directed to assess the adequacy of the MTS; promote integration of 
the MTS with other transportation modes and the marine environment; and 
coordinate and make recommendations with regard to Federal policies that 
impact the MTS.
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CMTS Action Teams

• Infrastructure Investment

• Arctic Marine Transportation

• Future of Navigation

• Military to Mariner Task Team

• MTS Research & Development

• Maritime Data

• Maritime Energy & Air Emissions

• System Resilience
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Infrastructure Investment IAT
Co-leads:
• U.S. Department of Transportation
• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
• U.S. Department of the Treasury

Participating Agencies: FHWA, MARAD, EPA, USDA, FMC, ITA, NOAA, 
NMIO, USCG, USACE, Treasury, DOI, TRANSCOM

Activities:
• Quarterly meetings
• Handbook update
• Resource Library 
• Hosted Speaker Series on economic impacts of 

underinvestment in maritime infrastructure
• Hosted two events in conjunction with Infrastructure Week 2017
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http://www.cmts.gov/Downloads/II_IAT_Funding_Handbook2-(BAI)-Final.pdf
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Resource Library: 
MTS Infrastructure Finance 
 

 

1. Introduction  

1.1. Introduction to the Resource Library, CMTS, 2017. 

1.2. Transportation Toolkit, Department of Transportation, Dec. 2016. 

1.3. 2018 Budget Fact Sheet: Infrastructure Initiative, Office of Management and Budget, The White 

House, May 2017. 

1.4. Failure to Act: Closing the Infrastructure Investment Gap for America’s Economic Future, American 

Society of Civil Engineers, 2016. 

1.5. Stewardship of Federal Facilities: A Proactive Strategy for Managing the Nation’s Public Assets, 

National Research Council of the National Academies, 1998. 

1.6. Investments in Federal Facilities: Asset Management Strategies for the 21st Century, National Research 

Council of the National Academies, 2004. 

 

2. Finance 

2.1. Guide to Financial Literacy: Understanding the Risks & Rewards of Public-Private Partnerships, 

Governing, 2016. 

2.2. Federal Funding Handbook, CMTS, 2015.  

2.3. FAST ACT Handbook Addendum, CMTS, Mar. 2017.  

2.4. Port Planning and Investment Toolkit, Department of Transportation, Maritime Administration, 2016. 

2.5. Expanding our Nation’s Infrastructure through Innovative Financing, Department of the Treasury, 

Office of Economic Policy, Sept. 2014.  

2.6. Transportation Governance and Finance: A 50-State Review of State Legislatures and Departments of 

Transportation, American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials, Nov. 2016. 

 

3. Public Private Partnerships (P3s) 

3.1. Compendium of Federal P3 Authorities for Infrastructure Investments, CMTS, Sept. 2015.  

3.2. Public-Private Partnerships for Transportation: Categorization and Analysis of State Statutes, National 

Conference of State Legislatures, Kevin Pula, Jan. 2016. 

3.3.  Public-Private Partnership Concessions for Highway Projects: A Primer, Department of 

Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, Innovative Program Delivery, Oct. 2015. 

3.4. Value for Money Analysis for Public-Private Partnerships, Department of Transportation, Federal 

Highway Administration, Innovative Program Delivery, 2013. 

3.5. P3 Toolkit, Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration, 2016. 

3.6. An Economic Framework for Comparing Public-Private Partnerships and Conventional Procurement”, 

U.S. Department of the Treasury, Office of Economic Policy, May 2016. 



Funding Handbook 
Link to download

Purpose & History
• Resource for public & private 

stakeholders 

• Compilation of MTS-related Federal 
programs

• Originally published in 2013 (version 1)

• Updated in 2015 (version 2)

• August 28, 2017 (version 3)
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Handbook 
Overview

• Programs organized by category

• User’s Guide

• Standardized & updated information fields
▫ Active links

• FAQ

• Appendices 
▫ Glossary of Terms

▫ Hyperlinks direct to appropriate location 
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CMTS
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590
(202) 366-3612
www.cmts.gov

Catherine.Simons@dot.gov

To subscribe to the MTS Notes, email 
Ali.Mitchell@cmts.gov
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68. Railroad Rehabilitation & Improvement Finance (RRIF) 
Keywords: Transportation, Rail 

Assistance Type: Direct Loans/Loan Guarantees 

Agency: Department of Transportation, Federal Railroad Administration 

Purpose: To provide financing for the development of railroad infrastructure. Under this program the FRA Administrator is authorized to

provide direct loans and loan guarantees up to $35 billion to finance development of railroad infrastructure. Not less than $7 billion is reserved 

for projects benefiting freight railroads other than Class I carriers. The funding may be used to: 

• Acquire, improve, or rehabilitate intermodal or rail equipment or facilities, including track, components of track, bridges, yards, buildings and 

shops; 

• Refinance outstanding debt incurred for the purposes listed above; and 

• Develop or establish new intermodal or railroad facilities 

• Direct loans can fund up to 100 percent of a railroad project with repayment periods of up to 35 years and interest rates equal to the cost of 

borrowing to the government. 

Award Ceiling: N/A 

Authorization: Title V of the Railroad Revitalization and Regulatory Reform Act of 1976, as amended (45 U.S.C. § 821 et seq.) 

Website: https://www.transportation.gov/buildamerica/programs-services/rrif 

Contact Information: BuildAmerica@dot.gov, 202-366-2300 

69. Section 129 Loans – Federal Credit Assistance Tools 
Keywords: Transportation, Roads 

Assistance Type: Loan Leverage Tool 

Agency: Department of Transportation, Federal Highway Administration 

Purpose: To allow states to leverage additional transportation resources and recycle assistance to other eligible projects. States have the 

flexibility to negotiate interest rates and other terms of Section 129 loans. 

Award Ceiling: N/A 

Authorization: Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act, 1991; amended by the National Highway System Designation Act, 1995 

Website: http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/ipd/finance/tools_programs/federal_credit_assistance/section_129/index.htm 

Contact Information: Mark Sullivan, Team Leader, FHWA Office of Innovative Program Delivery, Mark.sullivan@dot.gov, 202-366-5785 


