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EMINENT DOMAIN

Chapter 1 of a very long book

• Port of Tacoma
• Politics
• Process
• People
• Press
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“All Politics Are Local”

• Tacoma Convention Center
• Sound Transit
• Washington State Legislature
• Property Rights



EMINENT DOMAIN

RCW 53.08.202
A port district may construct, condemn, purchase, acquire, add to, 
maintain, conduct, and operate sea walls, jetties, piers, wharves, 
docks, boat landings, and other harbor improvements, warehouses, 
storehouses, elevators, grain-bins, cold storage plants, terminal 
icing plants, bunkers, oil tanks, ferries, canals, locks, tidal basins, 
bridges, subways, tramways, cableways, conveyors, administration
buildings, fishing terminals, together with modern appliances and 
buildings for the economical handling, packaging, storing, and 
transporting of freight and handling of passenger traffic, rail and 
motor vehicle transfer and terminal facilities, water transfer and 
terminal facilities, air transfer and terminal facilities



EMINENT DOMAIN

RCW 53.08.202 
and any combination of such transfer and terminal facilities, 
commercial transportation, transfer, handling, storage and 
terminal facilities, and improvements relating to industrial and 
manufacturing activities within the district, and in connection with 
the operation of the facilities and improvements of the district, it 
may perform all customary services including the handling, 
weighing, measuring and reconditioning of all commodities 
received. A port district may also construct, condemn, purchase,
acquire, add to and maintain facilities for the freezing or 
processing of goods, agricultural products, meats or perishable 
commodities. A port district may also construct, purchase and 
operate belt line railways, but shall not acquire the same by 
condemnation. 





EMINENT DOMAIN
Stepped Acquisition Process
• I.D. Properties for Assembly
• Meet with Landowners
• Seek LOIs / PSAs
• Deliver Notice Letter after extended 

efforts
• Keep partners informed
• Offer relocation options
• File eminent domain action if no 

engagement



Resolution no. 2007-04
Background
Properties are needed to 
support future maritime 
development including terminal 
facilities, road and rail 
infrastructure, and public 
transportation needs.



Resolution no. 2007-04
Background
The Port of Tacoma will seek to 
acquire the property by direct 
negotiation based on fair market value.  
If direct negotiations are unsuccessful, 
this action will authorize the Executive 
Director and legal staff to take 
necessary steps to file condemnation 
proceedings and acquire the property.



PRESS

• Establishing “public need & necessity”
• Logical step in ongoing briefings to 

newspaper about Port’s anticipated 
growth

• Partners underscored the message
• Lack of outcry from property owners
• Story “heads-up” provided informed 

reporting
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