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Seaport Operations 
In 1955, the State of Ohio 
enacted the Port Authority Act 
in order to take advantage of 
the newly created St. 
Lawrence Seaway system 
which allowed access to the 
Great Lakes from the Atlantic 
Ocean. Within days of its 
passage, civic leaders in 
Toledo created the Toledo-
Lucas County Port Authority. 
Founded on July 18, 1955, it 
was the first port authority in 
Ohio. Today there are more 
than 20. 

Queen Elizabeth & President 
Eisenhower at the 1959 

Seaway Opening Ceremonies



On April 26, 1956 
Malcom McLean, a 
trucker from North 
Carolina turned the 
concept of using a 
standard-sized metal 
box to move cargo by 
land and sea into an 
enduring industry. 
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2007 Seaport Stats- Final

9 701 692 661 606 TOTAL VESSELS:

52 663 611 613 555 # Lake Vessels

(43)38 81 48 51 # Overseas Vessels

Vessel  +  (-)

7.68%12,265,212 11,390,945 10,727,255 9,387,319 TOTALS:

5.34%1,962,114 1,862,668 1,032,728 881,347 Overseas*

-15.21%5,841,038 6,888,520 6,550,757 6,009,234 Canadian

69.03%4,462,060 2,639,757 3,143,770 2,496,738 Domestic
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-13.93%1,537,667 1,786,559 1,451,041 1,393,679 Dry Bulk
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Need to “Regenerate Business” 
through Partnerships and Innovation

Partnerships
• New shipyard operator
• New General Cargo 

Facility operator
• Partnership b/w Port and 

terminals
• Partnership among 

terminals

Innovation
• Short Sea 

Shipping/Feeder Services
• Niche Cargo
• Transloading
• Growth in Seaport



Shipyard Modernization



General Cargo Facility 
Modernization



Terminals partner with Port 
Authority to attract new business



Facilitating Partnerships 

among our terminals



Regenerating Business for the System



Innovation: Short Sea 
Initiatives on the Lakes lead to 
new opportunities



Niche Cargo: Bringing it as close to the final destination as possible on 
the water



Transloading



Future Growth: Transportation Opportunity Districts



Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority
One Maritime Plaza, 7th Floor

Toledo, OH 43604
www.toledoseaport.org

+1 419 243 8251


