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Top 25 Water Ports by Containerized Cargo: 2008
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Ecosystem-Based Management
(Gulf Coast)



U.S. COMMISSION ON

OCEAN POLICY

2004



US Ocean Commission 
Recommendations, 2004

•Comprehensive and coordinated approach 
away from fragmented, single-issue, toward 
ecosystem-based management

•Protect environment

•Promote economy

•Balance multiple uses of oceans and coasts

•Science-based decision making

•Ocean Trust Fund



COASTAL AND MARINE SPATIAL PLANNING

CMSP identifies areas most suitable for various types or classes of 
activities in order to reduce conflicts among uses, reduce environmental 

impacts, facilitate compatible uses, and preserve ecosystem services 



Ocean Policy Task Force
THE WHITE HOUSE COUNCIL ON 

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 

June 12, 2009 – July 19, 2010

Executive OrderAdministration



National Ocean Council
Principals/Deputies
Co-Chairs: CEQ/OSTP

Steering Committee
(CEQ, OSTP, Director,

And Chairs of the IPCs)

Governance 
Coordinating Committee

State/Tribal/Local

Office of Energy and 
Climate Change

National Economic 
Council

National Security 
Council

Policy Coordination Framework

Ocean Resource Management
Interagency Policy Committee

Chair/Co-Chairs

Ocean Research and 
Resources Advisory 

Panel

Ocean Science and 
Technology Interagency Policy 

Committee
Chair/Co-Chairs

Reporting

Coordinating

Communicating



Nine National Priority Objectives

How we do business

1. Ecosystem-based management

2. Coastal and marine spatial planning

3. Inform decisions and improve understanding

4. Coordinate and support

Areas of special emphasis

1. Resiliency and adaptation to climate change and ocean 
acidification

2. Regional ecosystem protection and restoration

3. Water quality and sustainable practices on land

4. Changing conditions in the Arctic

5. Ocean, coastal and Great Lakes observations, mapping and 
infrastructure



Improve ecosystem 
health and services

Facilitate 
sustainable 
economic growth 

Goals
CMSP is intended to:



Science-based 
decision making



Coordination



Example of the Potential Benefits of CMSP: Stellwagen Bank



Ports and CMSP

•Specific Issues

•Dredging

•Habitat restoration

•Stormwater management

•Invasive species

•Planning

•Regional planning

•Adaptation planning



Photo by: Port of Long Beach, http://www.dpcmagazine.com/PhotoOfTheMonth.aspx

Dredging



Habitat Restoration
Dredged Material Disposal: Poplar Island, MD



Poplar Island
Species habitat



Port of Vancouver



Habitat Restoration



Stormwater Management
Photo courtesy: Michelle Woo Bowman



Stormwater management
Lake Ontario



Non-Native (Invasive) Species 

Non-native zebra mussels 
clogging pipes in the Great 
Lakes

“Killer algae”



Regional Planning
(Areas Defined in Executive Order)



Port of Quonset, Rhode Island
Container Port Proposed 1998-2000



Linking Land Use Planning and CMSP:
Port Expansion in Urban Areas



Adaptation to Climate Change
Storms and Sea Level Rise



CMSP: Regulatory Efficiency

• Increase certainty of permitting outcome

• Reduce duration of permitting process

• Reduce permitting costs



Regulatory Efficiency
Baseline Data Collection

• Identify and fill data gaps

• Enable government officials and
stakeholders to make informed planning
decisions

• Reduce cost to developers: public funding
insures that data will be available in the
public domain (central data 
clearinghouse)



Bottom Type



Town Planning Councils
Narragansett Indian Tribe
Commercial Fishermen's Assoc
Sierra Club
Northeast Marine Pilots
Lobstermen's Association
Party & Charter Boat Assoc
Historical Society
Fishermen's Alliance
Tourism Councils
Conservation Law Foundation
Marine Trades Association
AFL‐CIO
People's Power & Light
Saltwater Anglers Association

Roger Williams University
Commercial Fisheries Research 
Foundation
Monkfishermen's Association
Surfrider Foundation
National Grid
Rhode Island Wind Alliance
Aquaculture Association
Atlantic Offshore Lobster 
Association
Chamber of Commerce
Audubon Society
The Nature Conservancy
Save the Bay

Regulatory Efficiency
Public and Stakeholder Participation



Capacity - Resources



Congress



CLEAR Act (H.R. 3534)
The Consolidated Land, Energy, and 

Aquatic Resources Act of 2010 

Passed the House on July 23, 2010
• ORCA: Funding for research, restoration, planning, 

management, and monitoring of the ocean, coasts, and 
Great Lakes 

• Regional Coordination Councils
• Regional Ocean Assessments
• Regional Strategic Plans
• Funded through OCS leasing revenue



National Endowment 
for the Oceans (NEO)

• Funding for ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes
restoration, monitoring, planning, research, and
management projects

• Regional Planning Bodies
• Regional Strategic Plans
• Funded through OCS leasing revenue

Introduced July 22, 2010



NEO

49% Grants to coastal States and affected Indian 
Tribes
29% Ocean Resources Conservation and 
Assistance grant program
19% Regional Planning Bodies

3% or less administrative expenses

ORCA

35% Grants to coastal States and affected Indian 
Tribes
35% Ocean, Coastal, and Great Lakes grant 
program
20% Long-term ocean and coastal observations

10% Grants to Regional Ocean Partnerships and 
Regional Coordination Councils









CMSP : Oil Spill
• Baseline data 

• Scientific Advisory Committee

• Agency Coordination

• Analysis of tradeoffs


