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www.portcompliance.org

• Developed in partnership between the 
National Center for Manufacturing 
Sciences and the U.S. EPA Region 2

• Port Compliance Assistance Focus Group
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Port Operations







Regulations



EPA Regulations

• Clean Water Act (CWA)

– Vessel General Permit 

– Industrial & construction stormwater 

– Individual discharge permits

– Pretreatment

– Wetlands



EPA Regulations

• Clean Air Act (CAA)

– EPA Rule for Ocean Going Vessel Emissions 

– Paint stripping and coatings

– Fuels; Gasoline dispensing

– Vehicles & Equipment

– Plain English Guide

– Clean Air Technology Center

– Asbestos; CFC; Lead; Boilers

– Etc. . . 



EPA Regulations

• Resource Conservation & Recovery Act 
(RCRA)

– Import/Export hazardous wastes

– Bilge & Ballast Water 

– Cathode Ray Tubes

– Used oil; Recycling; Solid wastes 

– Generator Status (SQG, LQG, CESQG)

– Universal Wastes

– Etc. . .



EPA Regulations

Tanks & Spills

• Underground Storage Tanks (UST) is 

under RCRA

• Aboveground Storage Tanks (AST) and 

Spill Prevention Control Countermeasure 

Plan (SPCC) is under CWA

• Reporting spills

• Guidance, etc. . .



More EPA Regulations

• CERCLA (Brownfields, Superfund)

• Dredging (EPA, FWS, COE, NOAA, USGS, DOT)

• EPCRA (Emergency planning, TRI)

• FIFRA (pesticides)

• Marine Protection Research & Sanctuaries Act (disposal 
of vessels)

• Pollution Prevention Act

• Safe Drinking Water Act

• TSCA

• CZMA



Other Federal Regulations

“Related to ports . . .”

• Fish & Wildlife Service

• National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration

• US Army Corps of Engineers

• US Coast Guard

• Dept. of Transportation

• Dept. of Agriculture “Related to a port, the U.S. Dept of 
Agriculture regulates import/export, inspections of food products, 

labeling guidelines.”

• Food & Drug Administration

• Federal Maritime Commission



Good Practices



Good Practices

• Air quality diesel emissions reductions
– Partnerships, incentives, case studies, etc.

• Climate Change

• Community Relations

• Dredged Material Benefitial Use

• Energy Conservation 

• Greening Ports

• Local Government Sustainability

• Marinas 

• Pollution Prevention

• Solid Waste

• Tennessee Valley Authority (Clean Marina Guidebook)



EPA Resources



Environmental Management 

Systems (EMS)



Import Export Resources



Ports & Associations



Ports and Associations

• US ports

• Inland ports

• Port highlights

• Photo gallery

• Port Associations
– AAPA

– Regional Port Associations

– Great Lakes & St. Lawarence Waterway

– River Ports 

– Other (American Waterways Operators, etc)



Areas for Improvements

• Non-EPA environmental regulations

– USCG; ACE; FWS; Dept of Ag; Food & Drug, 

etc. 

• Can you find what you are looking for?

– Is web site layout sufficient?

– Search mechanism sufficient? 

• FIFRA pesticide import/export regulations

• Your case studies, web sites, etc.  
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Environmental Tools

• www.portcompliance.org EPA and other 
federal and state environmental regulations, 
resources for the port sector

• www.epa.gov/region02/sustainability/greenc
ommunities Sustainability tools

• www.assistancecenters.net tools for the 
service sectors, manufacturing, government and 
state sectors

• www.epa.gov/region02/capp EPA Region 2 
compliance assistance resources, including 
audit policy and enforcement programs

http://www.portcompliance.org/
http://www.epa.gov/region02/sustainability/greencommunities
http://www.epa.gov/region02/sustainability/greencommunities
http://www.epa.gov/region02/sustainability/greencommunities
http://www.assistancecenters.net/
http://www.assistancecenters.net/
http://www.epa.gov/region02/capp
http://www.epa.gov/region02/capp

