


Overview

• The MA experience
o Ocean management planning process
o MOP role

• Highlights: MA Ocean Management Plan 1.0 

• Science for plan development and future



MA Ocean Planning Process

Data Mining; Public/Stakeholder 
Input; Planning Framework /tools 
Options

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4

7/08-1/09 2-4/09 5-6/09 7-12/09

Develop 
Draft Plan

Modify 
Draft Formal Review of Final Plan

12/31/09

Final 
Release

5/28/08

• Setting the Stage: MA Ocean Management Task Force 2003-04; 

Legislation filed 2004; MOP formation 2006-07

• May 28 2008:  Governor Signs Oceans Act— Ocean Advisory 

Commission and Science Advisory Council established, Public 
involvement initiated, EEA Working Groups tasked (MOP supported)

• June 30 2009: Draft Plan Release, 5 Public Hearings and 300+ 

Comments, Continued Science Work (EEA and MOP), Draft Revisions

• January 4 2010:  Final Plan Release

Draft 
Release



Massachusetts Oceans Act of 2008

 Mandated deadlines for draft and final Plan

 Projects must be consistent with Plan

 Plan update at least every five years

 “Oceans 15” goals and requirements

 State fisheries management exempt  

 Planning area: ≈0.3 nm from MHW to state limit (3 nm)



Translating the Oceans Act 
into an Ocean Plan

Oceans 
Act

Goals and 
Strategies

Plan objectives

Decision-making 
guidance

Compatibility 
Assessment

Siting preferences

Functional compatibility 
analysis

Policy decisions

Screening 
Criteria

Represent 
compatibility 
assessment 
with available 
spatially-explicit 
data

Draft 
Plan 

Plan
Development

Develop plan 
based on 
synthesis of 
spatial and 
management 
elements 



Public-Private Partnership Model

Ecosystem-based
Marine Spatial Planning

1. Wind 
Energy Driver

2. Oceans 
Act of 2008

3. The MA 
Ocean Plan

EEA:

Authority; Legislative/Political 
Acumen;  Regulatory coordination;  
Organization, staffing and  technical 

expertise

1. Funding/ 
Resources

2. Science & 
Stakeholder 
Based Work

3. Social 
Capital & 

Transparency

MOP:

Resources;  Scientific & Stakeholder 
Expertise;  Enhanced transparency;  

Nimbleness



Stakeholder & Science Input

http://www.massoceanpartnership.org/timeline.html


MA Ocean 
Management 
Plan

Multi-Use Area: most of
planning area; new
protection for species and
habitats

Prohibited Area: ~ 13%

Commercial-Scale Wind
Areas: ~2%; provisional
and adjacent federal
waters



MA Ocean 
Management 
Plan:
Pipeline 
Example

Figure 2-24: SSU 
resources and 
existing water-
dependent uses



MA Ocean Management Plan



MA Ocean Management Plan



MOP Science Program

• Science integration for MA Plan 1.0 (reports, 
analysis and integration of existing data)

• Longer-term efforts scoped and launched 

• MA Plan Science Framework for future

• EB-MSP for MA Plan implementation & evolution 
and to inform efforts more broadly



MOP Science in Plan



MOP Science in Plan



MOP Science in Plan



MOP Science – Longer Term Efforts
Data Network Design

• Focus on interoperability and the use of
existing science tools connected to 
commercial Web 2.0 concepts

• Leverage existing global, national, and    
regional efforts 

• Provide tools and “glue” to integrate 
legacy systems as opposed to 
redesigning components

• Focus on meeting users’ needs



MOP Science – Longer Term Efforts
Cumulative Impacts



MOP Science
Ocean Management Plan Science Framework

• Recognizes the need to develop the science in order to advance
and implement EBM

“Identify and prioritize the scientific research and data acquisition necessary 
to advance ecosystem based management in  Massachusetts waters, and 
identify necessary steps and responsibilities for these tasks, based upon the 
Oceans Act and the ocean management plan.”

• Outlines a $2.5M research agenda in collaboration with MOP

• Identifies eight near term priorities (next five years) and five longer 
term priorities (beyond five years)





Ecosystem-based Marine Spatial Planning: 
Some Lessons So Far

Nothing happens without a deadline

MSP approach driven by level of data and tools

Public–private partnership working for MA



www.massoceanpartnership.org


