






 Check wood stringers, pile caps, batter &
fender piles for missing or broken members.

 Visually examine piling for rot, fungi, and
marine borer damage.

 Sound pile areas with a hammer and carefully
probe with a thin-pointed tool such as an ice
pick.

 If an area is in question, take a small boring
for laboratory analysis using an increment
borer.





 Start at splash/tidal zone and work down.
 Identify areas of mechanical damage.
 Clear  sections of marine growth – visually inspect for 

surface deterioration.
 Sound cleaned areas with a hammer & carefully probe 

with a thin pointed tool such as an ice pick.
 Record presence of marine borers, loss of cross 

sectional area, organism-caused deterioration, 
location and extent of damage.

 Where internal damage from marine borers is 
suspected, subcontract ultrasonic services.











 “Submerged timber will not rot because of a 
lack of air.”
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