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Canada-EU Free Trade Agreement

• Greater access to the EU’s 500 M consumers

• Agreement in Principle signed on October 18th, 2013

• Estimated to take 18 – 24 months to come into effect allow for legal 

work, translation and ratification 



Canada-EU Free Trade Agreement

• EU is Canada’s second-largest trading partner after the US. Canada is the 

EU’s 12th largest trading partner

• 98% of all tariffs will be eliminated

• Canada exported $55 billion worth of goods and services to the EU 

• EU exported $61 billion to Canada, expected to lead to a 20% increase in trade

• EU will see $670 million reduction in tariffs

• Canada will see a $225 million reduction in tariffs

• Positive impact on trade in fish, forest, mining and agricultural products, 

chemicals and plastics, cars and other transportation products and textiles.

• Expected improvement in trade in services, foreign direct investment and 

access to government procurement
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Montreal – 40 hours

Toronto - 46 hours

Chicago - 74 hours

Memphis - 94 hours

Detroit - 76 hours                         

Minneapolis - 146 hours                         

CN Train Times to Key Markets
(available for pick-up – Source: CN 10/13)

http://www.halifaxgetsitthere.com/
http://www.halifaxgetsitthere.com/


Halifax -- Fast transit times to central Canada from SE 
Asia, Europe and the Med

 Deepest container berths on the East Coast (55 feet)

 Uncongested and seamless link to on-dock rail

 Capacity & infrastructure to handle the largest vessels

 Quickest service from Europe to North America

 Excellent alternative for all-water Asian routings

 Direct line-haul calls from 19 shipping lines

 CN double-stack service to Chicago in 74 hours /Toronto in 46 hours

 Faster factory-to-DC transit times (transit/discharge/dwell)

 Proven transload model for numerous Canadian retailers
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