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•I thought I would begin by providing some statistics from a just-completed economic 

impacts study of the U.S. port industry in 2006.

•Specifically, the international and domestic cargo handled at the U.S. deep-water 

seaports created the following economic impacts in 2006:

•8.4 million jobs related to moving cargo through the ports.  Of this, about 1.4 

million jobs were a direct result of port activities, and an additional 7 million jobs 

were with exporters/importers and other users of the nation’s deep-water 

seaports. In total, these job holders were paid more than $314 billion in wages 

and salaries. This equated to an annual average salary of nearly $50,000 for 

employees of port-related businesses.

•Marine cargo activity generated a total of $1,980 billion of total economic 

activity, or close to $2 trillion!  This represents direct spending by firms that use 

ports and the value of the output to the national economy that was created due 

to the cargo moving via the deep-water ports. 

•Additionally, businesses involved in marine activities in 2006 paid more than 

$102 billion in taxes to local, state and federal governments. 

•This study can be accessed from AAPA’s website.  What it tells us that while this 

nation’s ports are generating jobs and business opportunities at a record pace, these 

effect of all these economic impacts is that the dependence upon our ports to operate 

efficiently has never been greater.  Also, the needs of industry for safe, efficient and 

accessible port terminals means that ports are having to look for money everywhere 

they can find it to meet the demands of their customers and communities, and fulfill 



their public missions.
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This year is also noteworthy for the first time for large quantities of 

supersack cargo in breakbulk (ceramic proppant), and for a jump in the 

number of log ships from 1 partial to 4 full ship loads. This made up for 

the drop in project cargoes (loss of Fesco for several months, fewer 

project ships in the area, and more difficulty for projects to make their 

way here during during the I-90 construction season, preventing projects 

including superloads from shipping in their entirety from Puget Sound 

ports (lost to Vancouver WA usually)

Noteworthy customer names this year:

Fila Energy, SOI

Noteworthy carriers: , EUKOR Car Carriers (new agreement aided in the 

return of Fesco customers after several months away), and SASCO.

Noteworthy for their complete and total absence: BBC.

Import breakbulk is still very low. This is a sad loss due to its greater ease 

of servicing by office staff, better utilization of labor, and higher profit 

margins than export.
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