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Problem – Myriad of Policy Proposals Create Uncertainty

Carbon Public Policy Proposals:

• 2009 – U.S. Cap and Trade proposal - American Clean Energy and Security Act of 
2009 (ACES)

• 2013 – Oregon Carbon Tax Study – SB 306

• 2015 – Oregon Clean Fuel Program – SB 324

• 2015 – City of Portland Fossil Fuel Resolution No. 37168

• 2015 – Establish GHG limits, registration, and reporting 

• 2016 – Establish GHG limits and create carbon market mechanism – LC 48

• 2016 – Oregon study of a market approach to reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
– SB 38



Objective & Intended Outcome
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Development Process

Problem Statement: 

General concerns over greenhouse gas emissions and resultant climate change have given rise to a myriad of 
proposals for action at the international, federal, state, and local level, creating uncertainty for the Port and its 
current and prospective customers.    While the Port has a very successful record on voluntary emission 
reductions from Port-owned sources, emissions from the movement of goods and people attributable to Port 
facilities are much larger and therefore are of greater concern to stakeholders and the public. 

There are two aspects of the climate change problem facing the Port:

• Public Policies (Regulation): There is a need to develop a position on what role the Port should play in the 
development of public policies that could affect the operations of the Port and Port stakeholders.  With respect 
to emerging public policy, the Port has significant concerns and needs to adopt a clear policy message. 

• Port Policies (Beyond-Regulation):  There is a need for internal guidance on how to address remaining Port-
owned emissions that the Port is unable to reduce and emissions associated with tenants, transportation 
providers, and cargos 

Efforts already underway by local governments and others to promote regulatory approaches, and the need to be 
prepared for the next legislative session, underscore the urgency in addressing the public policy issue first.



Development Process

Guiding Principles Development:  



Carbon Policy Assessment Tool – Structure and Function
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Carbon Policy Assessment Tool – Structure and Function



Carbon Policy Assessment Tool – Structure and Function



Carbon Policy Assessment Tool Demonstration
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